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Notes on Contributors 
Dr. Stephen Wilbers is Associate Director of the Program in Creative and 
Professional writing at the University of Minnesota. Author of The Iowa Writer's 
Workshop: Originsy Emergence, and Growth (University of Iowa Press), he has 
published a number of stories, interviews and articles on a variety of topics, most 
recently on American Sign Language. He is currently at work on a writing 
handbook for university administrators. 
Bruce Michelson, who chairs the American Civilization program at the University 
of Illinois, has published on Nathaniel Hawthorne, Mark Twain, Robert Lowell, 
Edith Warton, F. Scott Fitzgerald and Richard Wilbur. He is finishing a study of 
the status of ideas in classic American fiction. 
Timothy B. Spears is a graduate student in the History of American Civilization at 
Harvard University. He is presently completing a dissertation on traveling 
salesmen in American culture. 
Patrick Murphy, assistant professor of English at Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania, specializes in modern American poetry. Author of twenty critical 
essays, primarily on poetry, he has coedited Essentials of the Theory of Fiction 
(Duke), as well as Science Fiction from China and The Poetry Fantastic (both 
forthcoming from Greenwood), and has edited Critical Essays on Gary Snyder 
(forthcoming G. K. Hall). He is currently working on books about Joanna Russ 
and Gary Snyder. 
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